Cuba Trip by Star Pair Was Legal, Official Says
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Jay-Z and Beyoncé were in Havana on their fifth wedding anniversary last week. 
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MEXICO CITY — They may have had fun and, yes, it was their wedding anniversary. But Jay-Z and Beyoncé did not break the law by going to Cuba two weeks ago, the Treasury Department said Tuesday. 
The statement came in a letter the department sent to two Republican members of Congress from Florida who had accused the musical pair of violating the 52-year-old embargo against Cuba. 
Signed by Alastair M. Fitzpayne, the assistant secretary for legislative affairs, the letter makes it clear that Shawn Carter (a k a Jay-Z) and Beyoncé Knowles-Carter were not given any special treatment, nor did they go to Cuba illegally, as many travelers do, by flying through a foreign airport. 
Rather, they were part of a fully licensed trip, which had been vetted like every other “people to people” tour approved by the department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control. The pair “traveled to Cuba pursuant to an educational exchange trip organized by a group authorized by OFAC to sponsor and organize programs to promote people-to-people contact in Cuba,” the letter said. 
Mr. Fitzpayne also explained in the letter that travelers “may engage in noneducational activities off hours,” suggesting that a mojito or two would not have violated the terms of the program. 
He said that in this case, those charged with enforcing the embargo had no advance knowledge that Jay-Z and Beyoncé would be part of the trip because the department does not request the identities of visitors on each tour. 
But the itinerary was scrutinized with the same rigor applied to other tours, the letter states, to ensure that the trips “are designed to result in meaningful interaction with the Cuban people.” 
The office of Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, one of the two lawmakers who had pushed the department to investigate whether the couple violated the embargo’s ban on tourism, did not respond to an e-mail seeking comment. 
Jim Friedlander, president of the group that organized the trip, Academic Arrangements Abroad, said he was relieved. “They did not call to tell me,” he said, “but I am happy to hear that after investigating this trip OFAC has determined that the trip was in compliance with all of their rules and regulations.” 
A version of this article appeared in print on April 10, 2013, on page A8 of the New York edition with the headline: Cuba Trip By Star Pair Was Legal, Official Says.
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